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important industrial crop, a series of experiments and demonstrations was started for different purposes. The cocoanut pest which had become a menace to cocoanut planters, was successfully tackled. Sandy wastes considered useless for . any kind of cultivation were converted into excellent cocoanut gardens and thus the land value of such waste lands had risen very high. The Travancore ryot was ever used to his old plough whose plough-share would not go even a few inches into the ground. By successive demonstrations the benefit and usefulness of improved ploughs were shown to the ryots who, having become convinced of the superior advantages of these implements began to use them. These improved ploughs gained currency in rural areas and became popular. The number of these in use became larger with, each year, necessitating training being given to local blacksmiths to repair them on the spot. Later on they were manufactured under the auspices of the Agricultural Department and sold at cheap rates. Thus all obstacles to, and prejudices against, these ploughs were removed. Today several hundreds of these are in use. Equally good work was done as regards the use of chemical manures. In the earlier stages what the Department did was to buy these chemical manures and sell them to the ryots on a loan system,, the cost being realised in instalments. Later on the ryots, became used to them to such an extent that arrangements were made for the organisation of sale Depots which were-opened by the firms dealing in these manures.
The next attempt made was in seed selection. Several exotic varieties, which suited local conditions, were introduced and cultivated'; some of these, besides being flood-resistants, yielded crop in much shorter time. Several agricultural societies were formed with a view to do propaganda work and help in the distribution of selected seeds of these varieties of paddy. A few varieties became very popular among the agriculturists, Ryots interested in cocoanut cultivation on a scientific scale were specially taught the methods of seed selection. The-